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in our system of justice. She is going
to devote her life to defending the rule
of law in the future, as she has in the
past. I really think she is going to be
extraordinary.

The second nominee the Senate will
vote on this week has my strong sup-
port as well, Judge Deborah Boardman,
nominated to the U.S. District Court
for the District of Maryland.

She serves as a U.S. magistrate judge
in the Maryland District Court. Like
Jackson-Akiwumi, she has received a
“well qualified” rating from the ABA.
She, too, will bring diversity to the
courts.

She spent 11 years as a Federal public
defender herself. She is bringing a per-
spective which is often not found in
these court cases with sitting judges. I
have nothing against former prosecu-
tors. I have named a lot of them to the
bench. But we ought to have diversity
in background, experience, and the
like.

She has experience in private prac-
tice. She is a dedicated public servant,
and I hope my colleagues will support
her.

———
FOR THE PEOPLE ACT OF 2021

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
watched television Sunday night with
my wife. There was a movie called
“Selma.” Oprah Winfrey had some-
thing to do with it because she was in
it, and it was, as you might expect, a
quality production.

It told the story of what happened in
1965 in Selma, AL. It showed the hor-
rific images of Americans being beaten
and brutalized in Selma for daring to
protest peacefully. For what? For the
right to vote.

Fewer people know about Turn-
around Tuesday. That was the day, 2
days after Bloody Sunday, when many
of the same people who had been beat-
en on the Edmund Pettus Bridge on
Bloody Sunday went back to that
bridge to make it plain that they were
going to come back again and again
until every right of every citizen to
vote was secured. That was Turnaround
Tuesday.

I had a lucky experience. The late
John Lewis, who marched across that
Edmund Pettus Bridge and almost gave
his life in the process, took me, one
foggy Sunday morning, for a walk
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge, and
he told me what he remembered from
that day.

I have seen pictures over and over
again. There he is in his white rain-
coat, with a backpack, marching in the
front of the line, and how he was
bashed in the head by either a trooper
or someone who came along trying to
stop them from marching. He almost
died as a result of it. It was something
I will never forget. I feel blessed that I
had that experience.

And then there was the vote on the
floor yesterday. What a disappoint-
ment. Today, I want to say it is “‘wel-
come back’ Wednesday. Welcome back
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to the fight to preserve voting rights
that has never ended.

It didn’t start on that bridge in
Selma, and it won’t end in this Cham-
ber in Washington. This battle is going
to continue because there are those
people who know that if you want to
control America politically, you have
got to control those who vote.

We saw it after the Civil War, when
we ended slavery and African Ameri-
cans initially had an opportunity to
vote and lead in Southern States. And
then, sad to report, my political party,
the Democratic Party at that time,
was part of initiating the Jim Crow
laws, which made it difficult, if not im-
possible, to vote.

And the battle was on, and it is being
waged to this day, about whether or
not African Americans have a right to
vote. Make no mistake. When Repub-
licans come to the floor and go through
these long, elaborate explanations of
why a coordinated effort by Republican
legislatures in 20 different States is
just good government, I think they
know better. It is not good govern-
ment, and it is not good for the people
of those States, particularly if you are
a minority.

Well, this fight to prevent billion-
aires from buying elections and root
out corruption in government didn’t
end with that filibuster yesterday. Re-
publicans succeeded in delaying this
debate for a time, but they are not
going to derail it. This is too impor-
tant. Our democracy is on the line.

Five months ago—I am sure Madam
President will never forget it, as I
won’t—a murderous mob—five people
died—a murderous mob attacked this
Capitol and tried to overturn the Presi-
dential election.

Who sent them? Well, it is clear to
me who sent them: a vain, self-pitying
former President who couldn’t accept
defeat or the will of the American peo-
ple. So Donald Trump created a Big Lie
that the election was stolen. He used
that lie to incite that mob to attack
this Capitol. He continues to peddle the
Big Lie from his exile at some country
club.

Now the party that coddled that
failed President when he was in power
is weaponizing the Big Lie and using it
to justify a relentless attack on voting
rights across America.

Three weeks ago, Senate Republicans
used the filibuster to kill a bill cre-
ating an independent, bipartisan com-
mission to investigate who was behind
this January 6 insurrection. They
killed it with the filibuster, just as
they tried to kill the voting rights bill
yesterday. That filibuster is an echo,
sadly, of how it has been used in the
area of civil rights for as long as it has
been in the Senate.

This Big Lie is metastasizing; it is
growing. Instead of stopping it, Repub-
licans are using all their leverage to
prevent us from confronting it. The fil-
ibuster yesterday was day one of this
fight. It wasn’t the end of the story.

Welcome to day two. We mean to
keep marching until we cross that
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bridge and stop this assault on our de-
mocracy and put an end to the Big Lie
once and for all.

I yield the floor.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Deborah L.
Boardman, of Maryland, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of Maryland.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator has been recognized.
DEMOCRATIC AGENDA

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, it seems that for the past month
Senate Republicans have watched as
our Democratic colleagues send up one
partisan test balloon after another.

They threatened a battle over a so-
called equal pay bill, which turned out
to be chum in the water for the trial
lawyers but really not much else. Then
they, once again, threatened the Sec-
ond Amendment, but they couldn’t find
a friend across party lines to join them
in that fight. So that trial balloon was
popped.

And who could forget their promise
to bring the improperly named Equal-
ity Act to the floor for a vote? Well,
that balloon didn’t take flight either.
And, yesterday, the Democrats’ democ-
racy-destroying election takeover bill
almost survived, but it too came crash-
ing back to Earth after failing to clear
a procedural hurdle.

Still, they have made the most of
their time over the past month, hold-
ing up their string of failures as evi-
dence that it is the filibuster and not
the radically partisan nature of their
agenda that is thwarting their
progress.

As the Republican leader said at the
beginning of this month, it was an
agenda that was designed to fail. It
failed to bring them the power that
they are craving to have over the lives
of millions of Americans. It failed to
kill the filibuster, and it certainly
failed the millions of Americans who
have been forced to watch, dumb-
founded, as this circus played out in
realtime on their television screens.
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It was a complete waste of our time.
It is what one of my Tennesseans said
this weekend, talking about these trial
balloons, talking about this lurch to
the left—and Madam President, this
was a friend of mine who is a Demo-
crat—as he said, it was a complete
waste of our time, the American peo-
ple’s time. He added: It was a complete
waste of my dime—for the tax dollars
that he sends to Washington, DC. He
went on to say: Think about the prob-
lems you could have solved if you had
been focused on making some progress
instead of creating chaos.

Yesterday, the Commerce Committee
held a hearing on achieving broadband
resiliency. As you well know, this is
one of the most important infrastruc-
ture problems that not only faces our
committee but also faces this body. We
had a great discussion, and I thanked
Chairman LUJAN for that hearing. But
I can’t help but wonder how much more
progress we would have been able to
make on this issue if the 14 million
unserved rural Americans—yes,
unserved; they have mnothing—think
about the progress we could have made
if those 14 million unserved Americans
had taken precedence in the minds and
in the agenda of our friends across the
aisle. It would have been great to focus
on that.

Speaking of infrastructure, perhaps
we could have focused more energy on
giving the needed authority to our
local officials so they can fix crum-
bling roads and bridges and getting
regulations out of their way so they
can go to work helping people get to
work and helping children get back to
school. Certainly, I know a few officials
in Memphis who would love to see us
start thinking long term about prac-
tical infrastructure support that
doesn’t include the Green New Deal
fantasies that are favored by this
White House.

The American people have noticed
this lack of focus and this freewheeling
attitude when it comes to spending
taxpayers’ money. When they look
around, they see real need. There are
businesses and families who are still
struggling to pull themselves out of
the ashes of the pandemic. Policies
that are favored by the Democrats
would be policies that would bankrupt
their businesses, that would drive up
the debt, and that would cause massive
inflation. Tennesseans know these poli-
cies are not going to help them. What
it does do is to frustrate them. Neither
will the Democrats’ continued failure
to manage President Biden’s border
crisis.

In April, Customs and Border Protec-
tion apprehended 178,000 people at-
tempting to illegally cross our border.
Fourteen thousand of these were unac-
companied alien children. It is a record
year for drug runners, for the cartels,
for bootleggers, for human traffickers,
and for sex traffickers. We caught the
Department of Health and Human
Services actually finishing the work of
the cartels, trafficking many of those
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unaccompanied minors through the
Chattanooga  Airport without the
knowledge or the involvement of local
officials.

Meanwhile, my Democratic col-
leagues are treating this humanitarian
crisis as if it is nothing more than a lo-
gistics challenge. But perhaps if we had
spent more time on this in the past
month, we could have convinced them
that until they get this crisis under
control, they would have to admit, in
this country right now, every town is a
border town; every State, a border
State. Just ask your local law enforce-
ment. They will tell you. Perhaps they
didn’t want to put the time there be-
cause they had been busy putting a
show on for the cameras and their
friends on the left.

Tennesseans noticed what went on
here this month. They are not happy
about it. They have been reaching out.
They don’t have the luxury of playing
political games. They don’t have the
spare resources to gamble on woke pol-
itics. They are trying to keep the doors
of their businesses and their churches
and their schools and their factories
open.

We did a lot of talking this month,
but the friends on the left chose not to
take action to solve problems. I would
encourage them to do a little soul-
searching over the next couple of
weeks and address the agenda that the
American people would seek to have
addressed.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BALDWIN). Pursuant to rule XXII, the
Chair lays before the Senate the pend-
ing cloture motion, which the clerk
will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 172, Debo-
rah L. Boardman, of Maryland, to be United
States District Judge for the District of
Maryland.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Chris Van Hollen,
Jacky Rosen, John Hickenlooper,
Tammy Baldwin, Richard Blumenthal,
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Raphael
Warnock, Martin Heinrich, Christopher
Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Bernard
Sanders, Jeff Merkley, Patty Murray,
Margaret Wood Hassan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Deborah L. Boardman, of Maryland,
to be United States District Judge for
the District of Maryland, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 48, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 247 Ex.]

YEAS—52

Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Booker Kaine Schatz
Brown Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Legpy Smith
Casely Lujan . Stabenow
Collins Manchin

Tester
Coons Markey
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy Warnock
Feinstein Murray Warren
Gillibrand Ossoff Whitehouse
Graham Padilla Wyden
Hassan Peters

NAYS—48

Barrasso Grassley Portman
Blackburn Hagerty Risch
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lankford Shelby
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer Lummis Thune
Crapo Marshall Tillis
Cruz McConnell Toomey
Daines Moran Tuberville
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 48.

The motion is agreed to.

The Democratic whip.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 1652

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, last
week, I told the story of a mother who
received critical support from an orga-
nization called Life Span in Chicago
after her daughter was sexually as-
saulted by the mother’s husband. The
services provided by Life Span were
paid for by the Victims of Crime Act,
VOCA.

This week, I want to tell you another
story that is even more troubling, but
it dramatizes the need for us to act
today, this afternoon. I am going to
use the name ‘‘Sasha,” not the real
name of the woman involved. She is a
mother of three kids, and she was liv-
ing with a man who was unpredictable
and dangerous.

He tried to kill her—not once but
three times. He tried strangling her,
and the third time, she passed out.
When she woke up with the kids near-
by, she knew that was it. She couldn’t
take it anymore. So she went to a hos-
pital. She was scared to death. She
heard about a group called Harbor
House. Harbor House is basically a do-
mestic violence survivors center.

I would tell my colleagues in the
Senate, if you have ever visited a do-
mestic violence survivors center and
met with any of the victims, you will
never forget it. I swear, you will never
forget it. I can remember the first time
I met with one of the victims in one of
the shelters. She was crying. Her eyes
were red, one eye was blackened, and
she choked back the tears and told me
the story of what she lived through.
For some reason—and I am not a psy-
chologist; I can’t explain it—she
blamed herself. And it happens so
often.
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